
 
 

 
MINUTES 

Meeting 43 
 

Aviation Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
Oakland International Airport 

May 15, 2014 
 

This meeting of the Aviation Stakeholder Advisory Committee (the Committee) was the 43rd in a series 
which originally focused on development of the Oakland International Airport (OAK) Master Plan. The 
Master Plan was adopted by the Board of Port Commissioners in March 2006, and the Committee has 
continued meeting to give input on Master Plan implementation and other projects of interest at OAK.  
These minutes correspond to an Agenda that was distributed at the meeting; a copy of the Agenda is 
provided on the OAK planning web site at 
http://www.oaklandairport.com/masterplan_oak/aviation_stake_com.cfm. 
 
Attendees:   
See attached roster. 
 
Handouts (posted on the website):  
• Agenda 
• Minutes from Meeting #42 (sent via e-mail and available at the meeting) 
 
Agenda Items: 
 
Introductions 
Joan introduced the new Acting Manager of Aviation Planning and Development, Hugh Johnson. 
 
Updates on Previously Discussed Projects 
 
Airfield and Airspace Projects 
FAA Optimization of Airspace - The purpose of the Optimization of Airspace and Procedures in the 
Metroplex (OAPM) effort by the FAA is to increase the safety and efficiency of aircraft activity in the 
airspace of metropolitan areas.  As reported at the February 6 Committee meeting, public meetings were 
held across the Bay Area.  According to Harvey Hartmann, those meetings were not well attended (less 
than 30 people combined attended all of the meetings held in the Bay Area).   
 
Jesse Richardson reported:  The Noise Forum at their April 16, 2014 meeting approved a request to the 
FAA for an extension of time and additional information needed including altitudes and latitudes and 
longitudes for waypoints to the proposed new procedures. Without this additional information, it is difficult 
to assess the noise analysis conclusions stated in the Environmental Assessment (EA). The FAA has 
concluded that the OAPM project under NEPA guidelines will have no significant noise impact to 
communities in the project area. In addition to the Noise Forum comments, the Port of Oakland also 
prepared comments on the project to the FAA. The FAA did extend the EA comment period by ten (10) 
days, but has not provided any response to the requests for additional information. 
 

Minutes: Meeting 43 
Page 1 of 5 

http://www.oaklandairport.com/masterplan_oak/aviation_stake_com.cfm


Harvey Hartman noted that as of May 14, 2014, the FAA is not anticipating any additional extensions and 
are moving forward.  Also, no official response has been made to the request for additional information.   
 
Comments:   
 
David Needle opined that the FAA has the data but are choosing not to give it to the Port. 
 
Susan Fizzell stated that FAA believes the document is fully compliant with NEPA without the additional 
data or information. 
 
David’s concern is that the documents states that “there may be a noise impact, and “ought” to help 
people understand the documents.”  To David, this means that FAA “ought to have asked Air 
Transportation Assistance Program (ATAP) to go through the document.   
 
Kathy Ornelas asked if the Fremont outlying community is aware of this document, but no one appeared 
to have the answer. 
 
Red Wetherill noted that the public response indicates a lack of faith in the process. 
 
Noise Office Staff Changes - Wayne Bryant retired effective April 30.  The Port is in the process of 
recruiting for that position.   
 
Susan accepted a position with Aviation Planning and Development and will transition on May 27, 2014. 
 
Q:  Red asked if selection process for candidate to replace Wayne was underway. 
 
A:  It is.  There are 8 candidates vying for the position. 
 
Upcoming FAA TRACON Tour - The tour is planned for June or early July.  If interested in attending, 
contact Larry Galindo, lgalindo@portoakland.com, or Jesse Richardson, jrichardson@portoakland.com.   
 
Terminal Projects 
T1CUP- Joan Zatopek reported:  Putting roof on old M104 building. Renovation inside space will be 
completed late this summer—July or August. 
 
The space will also be utilized for an operations center for emergency situations. 
 
M102 Construction - There will be more activity with Terminal 1 renovation starting the week of May 19, 
with no impact to the inside of the building. Interior construction is scheduled to begin is spring of 2015. 
 
Pre-conditioned air for Terminal 1 gates - Sean Charpentier reported:  Port is working on adding to 
eight of the gates in Terminal 1.  This will provide environmental and economic benefits as airplanes will 
be able to plug into PC air units and will not have to run their engines.  The project will begin mid-June 
and expected to finish by early November. 
 
Ground Access Passenger Surveys - Sean:  Project is a joint venture with SFO and will continue for a 
period of 12 months.  At OAK, plan is to survey 650 different passengers at the gate each month to 
determine who is traveling through the airport and how they got here.   
 
Q:  Isn’t this information that TSA already has? 
 
A:  No. 
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North Field Projects 
North Field Waterline -  Sean:  In the process of upgrading the waterline in North Field, between Earhart 
Way and Grumman Street.  The project started in January, is now in the final phase, and expected to 
finish in three to four weeks.   
 
Bike Path on Ron Cowan Parkway - Hugh reported:  The project is a conversion of bike lanes to a bi-
directional Class 1 bike path.  The bike lane will be closed eastbound on Ron Cowan Parkway during the 
conversion.  This is the last project associated with the Terminal 2 expansion and bids are due in four 
weeks.  
  
Hydrogen Refueling Station Grant - Susan reported (prior to reporting on the Hydrogen Refueling 
Station Grant):  Revisited the pre-conditioned air units in Terminal 1 and noted that they are different 
sizes, mounted on jetbridge. 
 
Comment:  Red stated that he hopes there is good noise and vibration control. 
 
Regarding the hydrogen refueling station grant, Susan reported that the Port was approached by Linde 
LLC about supporting their application for the grant.  The Linde application was successful and they have 
been awarded $2.4M to develop a hydrogen refueling station, and for operation and maintenance for 3 
years.  Linde is interested in multiple sites in the North Field.  The hydrogen will be trucked in and 
compressed on site; the proposed station will have a relatively small footprint. 
 
Q:  Red asked why the hydrogen could not be compressed prior to bringing it in. 
 
A:  Susan said it was a business decision on Linde’s end.  She also added that the Port has a number of 
questions for them that were not included in the grant proposal, and these questions will be explored in 
more detail as the project goes through environmental review and permitting processes. 
 
Comment:  Red said one of the problems with the Rolls Royce project was that the community had a 
number of questions and never received a proper analysis.  The community wants to make sure that the 
questions that are asked are answered. 
 
Response:  Joan noted that there was not a lot of detail in the proposal, but that the Port will work closely 
with Rolls Royce to get the details and share with the Committee. 
 
Q:  Kathy asked if the project requires a CEQA analysis. 
 
A:  Susan responded, “Yes.” 
 
Other Projects & Issues 
BART Connector project - The airport will be added to the BART system as the BART Oakland 
International Airport Station.  Also, BART now prefers to refer to the project as the “Oakland Airport 
Extension.”   
 
Currently, the trains are being tested at 30 mph, the normal speed of the trains.  The testing is being done 
on each of four segments connected with the midpoint, including two each from the Coliseum Station and 
from the Airport Station.   
 
Q:  Kathy asked if the midpoint is a station. 
 
A:  Not yet.  It is a potential station (referred to as the “Wheelhouse”), but currently serves as the 
maintenance facility and home to the power system that drives the system in both directions. 
 
Q:  David inquired if there have been any noise complaints. 
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A:  No.  Have noise dampeners to reduce noise generated by the power station. 
 
Hugh went on to explain that there were 8-9 months for system testing, and the trains have to operate 
efficiently for 30 days without any problems before opening.  The target date to open is in November 
2014. 
 
The fare has not yet been set, but a BART Board meeting is scheduled for May 22, and this issue will be 
discussed at that time. 
 
Leadership School in Airport Business Park Update - Diane Heinze reported:  The high school 
withdrew its application and is staying at Castlemont High School.  If you are interested in more 
information on this issue, please visit http://postnewsgroup.com/blog/2014/03/14/leadership-public-
schools-administrators-respond-criticisms/ or http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/04/03/oakland-
charter-school-may-be-moved-near-parole-office/.   
 
Local Project Environmental Studies - Diane also noted that an EIR for public comment on a proposed 
hotel at 189 Hegenberger Rd., behind the Harley Davison store, will be coming soon. 
 
Airfield and Airspace Projects (cont.) 
Runway Safety Area (RSA) Project - Joshua Polston reported that the Port is currently in Phase 5 of the 
project, which will continue until June 30.  At the end of this phase, flights will take the normal taxiway 
route and will have a full 10,000 feet to take off.  However, there will be shorter landing space, around 
7,700 feet, for arriving flights. 
 
The project is expected to end September 22 and, at that time, the runway and taxiways will be back in 
permanent positions. 
 
Comment:  David noted that sitting in the tower, the visual plays into his paranoia about the runway safety 
area.   
 
Joan iterated that the Port understands the impact on the community and is trying hard to make sure that 
information gets to the community in a timely manner. The Port is extremely appreciative of the 
community’s understanding and patience. 
 
Joshua noted that when Phase 5 transitions on June 30, the runway will shut down early.  He also noted 
that pictures and diagrams of the project are on the Port of Oakland website at 
http://portofoakland.com/aviation/.  
 
North Field Design Process and Construction Schedule - Small business participation element going 
to Board on May 22.  Other budget and funding issues will be included.  On June 2, will be going to Board 
for budget/construction authorization.  The project will be completed at the end of 2015. 
 
General Questions and Comments 
Kathy mentioned the jetway collapse in Seattle.  The Port did not have the information but noted that it 
would be forthcoming via the various notification sites that inform airport security subscribers. 
 
There was a general discussion about security, with Joan noting that the airports are under close scrutiny.  
OAK has a number of cameras throughout and around the airport, and there are security patrols around 
the perimeter of the airfields. 
 
Comment:  Red said that he has read about security systems that are not monitored. 
 
Response:  Joan said that is not the case at OAK.  There is a group who monitors the cameras, and the 
cameras record 24/7. 
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Susan mentioned that there is a new access control system that monitors everyone, even badged 
employees. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Harvey gave a brief, but interesting explanation of ASR-11 (Airport Surveillance Radar 11).  Radar stands 
for Radio Detection and Ranging.  Air traffic has not used radar in 30 years.  With the ASR-11, currently, 
the radar is on the bottom, and a transponder is on top.  Information is put together and sent via cable or 
microwave to the transmitting center.  You can learn more about the ASR-11 at 
http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/technology/asr-11/.  
 
Wrap-up items 
 Next Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting– September 18, 2014 at 1:00 PM, Tower Lounge, 

Terminal 1 
 Parking Tickets were validated 

http://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/technology/asr-11/
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