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Port of Oakland

Environmental Efforts
Take Flight at

Oakland International Airport
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Trains to Planes in 2014

Train-to-plane service between OAK and BART will soon 
be a reality with the December 2010 groundbreaking on 
the Oakland Airport Connector. In 2014, Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) will begin cable-driven train service between 
OAK and the Coliseum Station. The automated, driverless 
trains will operate on an elevated 3.1 mile track, offering 
fast, reliable and sustainable transportation for millions of 
travelers and thousands of people who work at OAK.

Oakland Airport Connector 
Quick Facts

Construction began in 2011; 3.5 years to complete. •	

Creates up to 5,000 direct and indirect jobs. •	

Sustainable cable-driven transportation takes cars off •	
local streets and East Bay Area freeways. 

8 min. 12 sec. travel time between OAK and BART/•	
Coliseum, with trains leaving every 4.5 mins. 

Replaces the current AirBART buses.•	
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As an integral part of OAK’s strategic plan, the Oakland 
Airport Connector will allow OAK to continue to attract 
new air service, and remain competitive among airports in 
the Bay Area and across the nation.
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New Air Traffic Control Tower to Feature Host of 
Environmental Benefits 

Oakland’s new, 236 foot-tall air traffic control tower and 13,000 
square-foot base building will be one of the Federal Aviation 

Administration’s most 
environmentally 
friendly structures. 
The FAA will work to 
achieve the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s LEED 
Gold environmental 
rating for the tower, 
which will replace the 
two existing Oakland 
airport control towers.

The facility’s environmental benefits are expected to include:

Solar panels on the roofs of the base building and parking •	
structure that will provide an estimated 30 percent of the 
facility’s power needs while the sun is shining.  

An underground, geothermal system that will provide •	
heating and air conditioning for the facility. Because the 
underground temperature remains constant at around 60 
degrees, it will take less energy to heat and cool the building. 

An underground water storage system that will capture •	
rain runoff from the building roof and will provide all of the 
irrigation during the dry, summer season. Landscaping will 
consist of drought-tolerant plants. 

Low water use toilets, faucets and showers. •	

A light colored roof that will reduce •	
the amount of heat that seeps into the 
building by deflecting solar heat back 
into the atmosphere. 

Filtration trenches throughout the site •	
that will be used to treat storm water.
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Oakland Tower Goes Green 

FAA-OAK New Tower Designed for Sustainability.  
Anticipated Opening in 2013.

The Honorable Randy Babbitt 
Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration
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About Oakland International Airport


